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Cats of the affected locality died in large numbers at an early
- date of the outbreak. Bombay, like all Eastern towns, is
an over-crowded city, especially in the poorer districts that
have been attacked. The houses are greatly over-crowded
and badly ventilated, and the sewerage, drainage, and surface
cleanliness present great difficulties. It is in attention to
the sanitary condition of the affected localities in these

particulars-to the Bushing of the drains, the removal of
filth, and the diminution of over-crowding-that reliance
should mainly be placed in coping with the malady. The
disease does not appear to have been on a large scale, nor,
happily, has it shown signs of rapidly spreading.

THE PARASITE OF WHOOPING-COUGH.

M. KURLOFF (Vratck, No. 3, 1896) remarks that Henke
and Deichler have for the last ten years maintained that the

- cause of whooping-cough is a very active organism provided
with cilia. He challenges this statement, and believes that
the micro-organism of whooping-cough is not to be sought
for amongst bacteria, but amongst the protozoa. He has

never failed to find active amoebse with finely granular proto-
plasm and with spherical spores characterised by con-

centric lamination. He believes he has been able to
follow the development of the spores into amoebas. The
facts he describes may all be observed in the fresh sputa of
the patients, even without the employment of an Abbe’s
condenser. 

____

ANTITOXIN (P) BY ELECTROLYSIS.

For some time past the question of the production of
antitoxin by electrolysis has attracted the attention of

physiologists, and continuous currents and currents of high
frequency have been used to obtain antitoxin. It was evident
that Smirnow had been able to alter toxius by the passage of
a continuous current of electricity through them so that
they become less toxic when injected into animals and
also exerted a slight protective effect against a dose of

diphtheria culture that proved fatal in from twenty-four to
thirty hours. From the manipulation through which this
substance was put it was at first thought that some change
might take place by which oxidation was rendered compara-
tively easy and it was suggested that peroxide of hydrogen
was formed; it was then, however, pointed out that these
results could only be obtained in the presence of sodium

chloride, one-half per cent. solution. In view of what

has already been done in regard to the electrolisation
<D, sea-wzter it at once becomes evident that electrolisation

of such a iluid would in all probability lead to the formation
of chlorites and hypochlorites, as Hermite had already
demonstrated in his experiments on such a large scale, in
which he was able to produce an active oxidising solution
which exerted an exceedingly powerful effect, not only upon
the products of bacteria, but also upon bacteria themselves
and even their spores. M. Marmier, in a contribution to
the A-iin4es de l’hzstit2ct Pasteur, refers to the work that
has already been done on this question, and gives a series
of experiments made with continuous currents similar

to those carried on by Smirnow and Kruger and with

currents alternating at high frequency such as were

- used by D’Arsonville and Charrin. He finds that with

venin and with diphtheritic toxins he is able to obtain
no attenuating effect with alternating currents of high
frequency, but that with continuous currents there is a
distinct attenuation of the virus to be noted. He finds,
moreover, that continuous or alternating currents of low

frequency destroy bacterial toxins simply because they have
the power of producing hypochlorites and chlorine from the
chloride of sodium dissolved in the solution of toxins, this
substance in a nascent condition exerting a considerable
affect upon the toxins. He indicates, in fact, that Hermite’s

process is the one that is brought into play in the attenua-
tion of the toxins that are in the fluid. This disposes of the
formation of antitoxin by electricity as at present recom-
mended, for the fluid after electrolysis is perfectly different
as regards its antiseptic power from the fluid before

electrolysis is commenced. M. Marmier has disproved a
pretty theory, but he has cleared the ground for future

workers. 
____

HOSPITAL REFORM.

WE have received a circular explanatory of the aims and
desires of the Hospital Reform Association, and with the
desire of the association to reform abuses in hospitals we are
thoroughly in accord, but we are doubtful as to the success
which they hope to attain. The association " hopes to effect
a considerable amelioration of the present condition by the
following methods :-

"1. By calling public attention to the abuses that exist by (a) circu-
lating papers and pamphlets, (b) by ventilating the subject in the
columns of the press.

*’2. By making representations both to the managers of hospitals
and the members of the hospital staff.

"3. By appealing to the Committee of the Hospital Sunday Fund to
make proper inquiries into the administration of the out patient
departments.
These methods are admirable in theory, but will they work ?
As to the obvious question, "Has THE LANCET any alterna-
tives to suggest ? " we can only say" Try what you propose."
A very searching inquisitorial system of examining would-be
patients is the main way, so far as we know, of staying
hospital abuse. There is another side to the question.
It is always the most deserving of the poor who suffer in
silence, who would rather die than blazon their misery to a
board or committee, and perhaps it is better that fifty
undeserving persons should be relieved than that one

deserving person should be passed over. The subject teems
with difficulties, and we are glad to see that an association
has been formed to try to cope with them ; also we hope it
will lose no time in setting to work.

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION: A NOTE
AND A QUERY.

A COEEESPONDEXT writes above the signature Easton

Bavent, M.D. :-"No one who attended the funeral of

the Archbishop at Canterbury could fail to be impressed
by the beauty of the ceremony and the imposing character
of the whole scene. Funeral services in the Anglican
Church from a spectacular point of view are not equal
to those of the Roman or of the Greek Church, but
there is a quiet simplicity about them which in
the eyes of most English people is more appropriate
than the gorgeousness of the foreign ceremonies. It was a
little curious to read some newspaper accounts in which it
was either inferred or stated directly that the remains of
Thomas a Becket still find a resting-place in the cathedral.
A very slight study of Stanley’s well-known Memorials of
Canterbury would have put them right in that matter. There

is, it seems, a wish that the late Archbishop should be buried
near the place on which the shrine of Becket formerly
stood and it is doubtful whether it is yet generally
realised what a battle may have to be fought on this

question. Under the provisions of the Bill against intra-
mural burial St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, and St. Peter’s
Abbey, Westminster, were especially exempt, but no such
exemption exists in the case of Canterbury Cathedral. It

would, therefore, be necessary to pass an Act of Parliament
to legalise the burial of the late Archbishop in that part of
the cathedral in which it is wished to place his remains.
It will, of course, be very unfortunate if any ill-feeling
arises out of this proposal. It seems most fitting that the
great Archbishop who did so much to consolidate the unity
of the Anglican Church should rest in his Metropolitan


